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ORIGINAL COMMUNCATIONS. 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
REPLY TO * A.” 
(Continued from Page 227.) 


Sir,—Though sensible, that your , queries 
did not demand the entire course taken in my 
former communication on the subject of de- 
mons, I deemed it proper to bestow some la- 
bour on what appears your chief weapon against 
my views of the blasphemy against the h6ly 
spirit. From my rerari. you will perceive 
how nearly I agree with 
them literal beings.” 1 am still of the opinion, 
that your questions, in the second paragraph 





of your first letter, did not touch the subject in | 


dispute. 


The question here to be setiled is, or ought | 
te be, Did the scribes and pharisees wilfully | 


and knowingly blaspheme the very spirit by 
which Jesus cast out demons and wrought other 
miracles? or did they design, by ascribing his 


miracles to Beelzebub, to detract from his doc- | 


* trine, in order tu bring it into disrepute ?— 


When I shali have attemptedan answer to | 


these inquiries, we will see what advantage 
vou have gained, by my acknowledging, that 
Jesus performed miracles by the power of 
God. 

1. It is allowed, that the Jows were a su- 
perstitious, wicked people, when we compare 
their conduct with the righteousness of that 
dispensation of mercy which they opposed. 
Yet it will be owned, that they believed in, 
and meant toreverence God. They believed 
the “holy Temple” was established by His 
express command. They believed He had 
distinguished their nation in many iaportrant 
respects—that he had raised up to thei a lea- 
der and law-giver, Moses—that their law, 
which they venerated, was given by the direct 
mandate of Jehovah—that their prophets spoke 
by the special influence of the spirit of God. 
« That they could not have the holy spirit 
without faith,” was also a doctrine of the 
Jews; hence it is said, Mechilta fol. 52. 
« That faith was of great consequence, with 
which the Israelites believéd in Him, wha, 


with one-word created the universe; and be- | 


cause the Israelites believed in God, the Holy 
Spirit dwelt in them; so that, being filled 
with God, they sung praises to Jjim.” See 
Dr. A. Clarke, on Gal. 5 


vo 


big my | 
you wm supposing 


indeed the Jews appear to have had no ob- 
jections to men’s worshipping God, and belic- 
| ving in his holy spirit, if they did not oppose 
| their institution. Hence the charge against 
Paul, was, “* This fellow persuadeth men to 
worship God contrary to the law.’ Acts 18, 13. 
| I think we have, in Paul, befgre his conversion 
| to christianity, a picture of the cruelty of the 
| Jews, “apene & He says, he punished ,the 
| Christiffis ‘oft in every synagogue, and com- 
pelled them to blaspheme: and being exceeding 
| majl against them he persecuted them even 
| unjo strange cities.” Acts, 26, 11. But car 
we infer, that Paul even blasphemed, or coms 
| pelled others to blaspheme, that God, whose 
| glory he was zealonsy seeking to promote, or 
his hely spirit, which he believed influenced 
| Moses and the prophets to reveal sacred truth ? 
We cannot. And this will appear. ob¥ious, 
‘¢when we consider the hogourable tg@fimony 
| which this apostle, after Ms Soe did 
| not hesitate to give of hisown piety when a 
| Jew;” * Brethren” said he, * J have lived in 
all yood conscience before God until this day.” 
| Acts, 23, 1. 
| Blasphemy ‘denotes calumny, detraction, 
reproachful or abusive language.” And what 
is necessary to constitute blasphemy against 
God or his spirit, is, 1, to possess a hatred of 
| Him, and 2. to attempt to lessen men’s esteem 
of Him. * He is one, says Dr. Campbell, who 
by his impious talk, endeavours to inspire oth- 
ers with the same irreverence towards the 
Deity, or perhaps, abhorrence of him, which 
| he indulges in himself”’ Diss. 9, Part 2 
| sec. 6. 
| Now, as it will not be urged, that Paul 
| blasphemed his Maker in his holy spirit, by 
| any who are acquainted with the meaning of 
| terms, or understand the history of his life, so 
neither can it be supposed, that the Jews blas- 
phemed God in his spirit ; for the apostle bears 
the same testimony to the sincerity of their 
motives, that he did to his own. See his 
words, {> ! am verily a man who am a Jew, 
| bornin Tarsus a city mm Cilicia, yet brought 


up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and 
taught according to the perfect manner of the 
law of the fathers, and was zealous towards 
God, AS YE ALL ARB THIS DAY. And 
Ipersecuted IN THIS WAY (i. e. the way in 
which the Jews were then persecuting him,) 
| unto the death, binding, and delivering into 
prison both meu and women.” Acts, 23, 3, 4 
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Yet Paul had becn, and his brethren, the 
Jews were, blasphemous. But what did they 
blaspheme ? objects which they venerated ? 
Certainly not. Then they were those which 
they hated and despised—and these are easily 
pointed out. ‘They despised Jesus, because 
said they, ‘“‘he deceiveth the people.” They 
hated his doctrine, because they thought it per- 
nicious, and feared it would supplant their 
own which they regarded most essential to the 
glory of God. 

2. Having discovered, as I humbly think, 
from the testimony of revealed truth, that the 
Jews, considering their veneration for the fa- 
thers, the law and the prophets, and their high 
sgnse of the many favours and manifestations 
of the hand of Providence, towards them, did 
not calumniate or blaspheme God or his holy 
spirit, I shall endeavour, with care, to ascer- 
tafn what they did blaspheme. It lbe of 
no importance to object here, that the method 
adopted by the Jews to maintain their cause 
was wicked and improper, as ‘the merit of 
human actions depend” altogether on the mo- 
tive, which has been sufficiently vindicated, 
though their conduct is, by no means, to be 
justified ; and we see too much, in the present 
day, that savours of the Jewish spirit of perse- 
cution. 


L s, then, candidly consider this impor- 
tant slject; and'see what can be made out 
from it. At the 22, verse of Matt. 12 chap. 


We are informed, * There was brought unto 
him one possessed of a demon, blind and 
dumb; and he healed him, insomuch, that 
the blind and dumb both spake and saw.” 
This produced a most salutary effect on the 
people, for they “ were all amazed, and said, 
is not this the son of David ?” verse 23. The 
question, ‘*is not this the som ef David’ is 
the same as if they had said, “1s not this the 
Messiah 1” The miracle had excited the grea- 
test attention, and the people were on the 
point of receiving him as the Christ! The 
greatest fear of the Jews was that the multi 
tude would believe on him. And here it is 
plain, that, had they accepted him as the Mes- 
siah,they would have received his doctrine 
aud his miracles as divine, ‘The Pharisees 
never enquired whether Jesus performed mira- 
cles, but ‘ have any of the rulers believed on 
him,” &c.! In this case something was 
thought necessary, and they ascribed the mir- 
acle to Beelzebub, denominated by them, 
“the prince of the demons,” an idol god in 
the land of Ekron, 2 Kings,1 chap. Perhaps 
it was believed, that this idol had some skill 
in the power of magic, and the Jews expected 
to get rid of the miracle in that way. After 
he had refuted them on theif own premises, vers. 
25, 27, he observes ver. 28. ‘But if I cast 
out demons by the spirit of God, then the king- 
dom of God is come unto you.” Now al- 
though the Pharisees said ‘“‘ He hath an un- 








clean spirit,” Mark 3, 30, his own reply to 
them shows, that they had not blasphemed the 
spirit of God ; for he says, ‘ if I cast out de- 
mons by the spirit of God,” and NOT AS 
YOU SAY, by the spirit or influence of Beel- 
zebub, then the kingdomof Godis come unto 
you.” "Fhoy spoke. against Beelzebub, it is 
irue, butthis was a small consideration with 
them, as their whole object was to prevent the 
people believing on him, by ridiculing his mir- 
acles, and of course, prevent the spread of his 
doctrine. As you cannot deny, that the wifi- 
mate object of the miracles of Jesus was to es- 
tablish and give currency to his exalted dis- 
pensation of truth, so, I think you will not de- 
ny, that the design of the Jews was to prostrate 
that object. But this fact I have shown in 2 
former communication. 

Upon the whole, Sir, of only what has beeit 
said, is it even probable, that our Lord meant 
to be understeod, that the Jews had spoken 
blasphemy against the spirit of God ? Did they, 
bad as they were, adg any thing after he mfor- 
med them, that he cast out demons by the spir- 
it of God 1 You cannot affirm that they did. 
And, even if they had, it would have resulted 
from a want of faith or confidence in Jesus, 
rather thana want of reverence for the holy 
spirit, as has been shown above ; and in this 
case it coufd not have amounted to blasphe- 
my against that spirit whose purity and influ- 
ence they, by no means, designed to depreciate. 
There is, then, no alternative. I have sasd 
the * holy spirit,” in this text, implies the holy 
doctrine of Jesus, and think I have made the 
fact pretty clear heretofore, and shall not re- 
peat here what has been said. I proceed, then 
to continue my views. 

Let it be observed, that, though rhetorick 
may nothave been studied inthe days of our 
Lord, yet in scripture there occur many rhet- 
orical figures. But figures of speech are rather 
discovered and distinguished than created. \n 
the instance before us the language is given 
under a figure of speech called Mctonomy 
which puts the cause for the effect, as Jesus for 
his doctrine, Acts, 17, 18, ‘he preached to 
them Jesus and the resurrection,” i. e. the doc- 
trine which Jesus revealed by bis resurrection. 
Acts, 8, 35, Philip ‘ preached unto him Je- 
sus,” i. e. the doctrine of whiclr Jesus is the 
giver and disposer. Rom. 16,9, ‘our hel- 
per in Christ,” i. e. in the faith or doctrine of 
Christ. The authours for their works or wri- 
tings, Luke, 16, 29, “ They have Moses and 
the prophets,” i. e. the books or writings of 
those men, 24,27, ‘* And beginning at Moses 
and the prophets,” i. e. what those men had said 
“concerning himself.’ Mouth for speech 
or testimony, Deut. 17, 6, and Matt. 18, 16, 
‘in the mouth of two or three witnesses,” i. €. 
by the testimony or word of that num- 
ber of witnesses. And bya careful investiga- 
tion of the subject feel authorised to add 
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the holy spirit for the doctrines revealed by the 
holy spirit,* Matt. 12, 31, 32, Mark, 3, 29, 
and Luke, 12, 10. I have here added Luke, 
because it is evidently parallel with the other 
two, theugh the history of the blasphemy is 
recorded in chap. 11, 14, 26; but the circum- 
stances are the same. But you may ebject 
here, that in the 12th v. of Luke, it is said, 
** for the holy spirit shall teach you,” &c. 
You will notice, however, as has been shown 
above, in speaking of the Jews, and may here 
be said of the synagogues, magistrates and 
powers, ver. lth; the sincerity of whose 
motives, Paul did not question, that they had 


too higha veneration for the spirit of God, to | 


vent blasphemies against it. You may object 
again, that itis said, they aleays resist the 
holy spirit, Acts, 7, chap. 4,—but they re- 
sisted the holy spirit the same as they made 
* void the law of God, through their traditions,” 
as it was manifestly their design to honour both, 
however much mistaken they may have been. 


I have reviewed this subject, sir, with all 
the candour and impartiality that I could 
command ; and must own it is plainer to me 
than it was before, though I have long since 
been satisfied in regard to it. And you will 
perceive, I think, that, by admitting, that 
Jesus cast out demons by the power of God, 
I have not “entirely overthrown my former 
arguments,” nor done much to erect yours 
**in their stead.” 


You have made two quotations in your let- 
ter, but have not referred to book nor chapter 
where they are found; but which, I venture to 
say, are as far from pteving yaur doctrine, as the 
latter is from benevolence. ‘I'he first is Luke, 
13, 3, “ Except ye repent ye shall all likewise 
perish.” How should they perish? Why 
similar to those Galileans whom Pilate ming- 
led with their sacrifices ; and those “‘ eighteen, 
upon whom the tower in Siloam fell and slew 
them!!!!’ ver. 1,4. The next is Psalm, 7, 
11; “God is angry with the wicked every 
day.” The Psalmist said, “God is angry 
every day,” and our translators had added 
** with the wicked.” You will please to solve 
the difficulty, sir, how, strictly speaking, God 
could be “‘ angry with the wicked every day,” 
qgnd still SQ LOVE THE WORLD as to 
give his son to die for it, and COMMEND 
HIS LOVE TO SINNERS, St. John, 3, 
16,17; Rom. 5,8. God is angry in the same 
sense that the sun rises and sets, both of which 
are true in pupulur speech, but eeither is true 
in a philosophical sense. 





* The same figure of speech is used where our 
Lord calls himself “the way and the truth and the 
life—-the resurrection ana the life—the bread of life :”” 
where he is called,“ the true light,” and his disciples 
“the light af the world.” Examples of this fact 
abound in scripture, but they need net be multiplied. 
In Metonomy, the effect is sometimes put for the cause, 
or one word for another, &c, 


Should you be so good as to favour us with 
another communication on the subject, endea- 
vour to inform us, sir, a little more than what 
you are ‘tat a loss to know,” and * cannot 
see,” &c. The matter is too serious to be 
trifled with; and I apprehend you will not 
deny, that you have endeavoured to throw 
difficulties in the way, rather than to illustrate 
facts. You are aware, sir, that your “ argu- 
ments’’ are read by thousands; but like your 
doctrine, your nameisasecret! What I have 
written, I fearlessly submit to a generous and 
enlightened publick. 

W. I. REESE. 
SS ER | 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
Cananpaicua, June Ist, 1826. 
To Mr. A. Field and Miss A. Beals. 


My young friends, perhaps you may be 
surprised to receive a letter from a person who 
is unacquainted with you. But upon enquiry, 
I found you to be the persons who had the 
goodness to call at the house of my father, to 
warn both him and his family, of their final 
destiny. And I think you treated them, not 
only unhandsomely, but with nothing less 
than insult. What opinion would you have 
of me, were I to enter the house of your 
father, and treat your parents in the same miaii- 
ner which you did mine? I think you would 
suppose me, not only destitute of Christianity, 
but of common politeness also. Of what crime 
are we guilty, that we must receive such 
treatment? Ah! I am sensible from whence 
it proceeds ; the crime falls on myself and 
sister ;—and here we shall see what itis. We 
chanced to be at the house of Mr. Phelps, 
when Mr. Eddy* called to see Miss Laura.t 
After enquiring Who we were, he began to 
question us upon religion; this was all very 
well. But when we had the audacity, (as [ 
suppose you will call it,) to reply without 
hypocrisy to his questions, according to our 
belief, he did not fail to say, that God’s jus- 
tice would send me tohell, and that he should 
have nothing to do with me; though he ap- 
peared to be more solicitous for the soul of iny 
sister. When I confessed myself a sinner 
with all the rest of mankind, he disputed me, 
| and said that I did not think myselfa sinner. 
| And when I told him that [ put my trust in 
God, and notin the arm of flesh, he replied, 
| that I said what he dared not say. 
| Now 1 would ask where Mr. Eddy puts his 

trust, if not in God? He thought me ona 
slender foundation; but can he find a more 
sure foundation than God! WH he dare noét 
| Say, that he puts his trust in God, how dare he 
| profess himself a Christian and teacher of the 
meek and lowly Jesus? Ought not a teacher 








* The pastor ofthe Presbyterian churc!s in this 
village. 
+ A daughter of Mr. Phelps, 
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of Christianity to know that his trust is in 
God, the parent of all good? Furthermore, 
how did he know that I did not think myself 
asinner? Is he authorized from above to 
judge the thoughts or heart of another? Let 
us look into our own hearts, and seeif we do 
not find some noxious plants there, before we 
attempt to search or judge the heart of our 
neighbour. 

My young friends: “I suppose our conver- 
sation with Mr. Eddy, is the cause of your 
visit to this house; and if replying with sin- 
cerity from the heart, be a crime, I confess 
guilty ; but if not, lam innocent. I think 
you must have forgotten, that this is a free 


country, and poor people have the liberty of | 


conscience and speech as well as the rich ! 
My mind is quite as independent as though I 
were possessed of all the wealth of the Indies. 
I donot fear to express my sentiments when 
accosted. Icourt not the favour of the rich; 








though I value the friendship of every candid, | 


honest mind, yet I stoop not to hypocrisy, to 


gain the applause of man; I feel that God is | 
my friend, and on his friendship, I can rely | 


with safety ; andI firmly believe Him to be 
a friend to all mankind, not an enemy as He 
is often represented from the sacred desk.-— 
His goodness and tender mercies are over all 
the works of His hands; and | believe His 
justice to be in perfect unison with His good- 
ness and mercy. 
suppose God to be possessed of two attributes, 
viz. justice and mercy, continually at vari- 
ance; mercy pleading for the sinner, and 
justice warring against mercy. Where could 
be His happiness? The thought is absurd.— 
Consider that God is infinite, knowing, before 
He created man, all things that would take 
place with him; and it is His will, that all 
should come to the knowledge of the truth and 
be saved. And shall we, poor, weak worms 
of the dust, rise up and say that God will not 
have all His pleasure; when He expressly 
declares it. Nothing is more dishonourable of 
God, than to suppose that He, being infinite 
in goodness, could form a being for the pur- 
pose of making it endlessly miserable; nei- 
ther suppose He can possibly be disappointed 
in his plan. 

I have charity to think that you were sin- 
cere, and thought you were doing your duty 
in calling to lecture old people, who have pro- 
bably had as much experience as you will have, 
should you arrive at the age of fifty years — 
Should you ever arrive at that age, you will, 
probably, look back with shame, and regret 
that you ever made useof such uncouth lan- 
guage to people oftheirage. I think it to be 
the effect of an over-heated zeal for their wel- 
fare. I humbly hope and trust, that you will 
cherish heaven-born charity, of which here 
is a description : 


“WHAT IS CHARITY.” 

* °Tis not to pause when at your door, 

A shivering brother stands ; 
To ask the cause that made him poor, 

Or why he he)p demands ; 
*Tis not to spurn that brother’s prayer, 

For faults he once had known, 
*Tis not to leave him in dispair, 

And say thet 1 have nones 
The voice of charity is kind, 

She thinketh nothing wrong ; 

To every fault she seemeth blind, 

Nor vaunteth with her tongue ; 
In penitence she placeth faith, 

Hope smileth at her door, 
Relieveth first, then softly saith, 

Go, brother, sin no more.” 

I think charity is one of the brightest orna- 
ments that can adorn the mind of a Christian. 
St. Paul says, ** though I have all faith, so that 
I could remove mountains, and have not chari- 
ty, lam nothing,” &c. We are commanded 
to have charity one for another. But, Mr. 
Field, does it look like charity, to assume the 
authority of a judge, and condemn others, 
because they diiler from you in opinion. Re- 
member that you are but a man, and as liable 
to be wrong as your neighbour. Do not say 
tothy brother, stand by thyself, I am more 
holy than thou! Remember that Christ says, 


| with what judegment ye judge ye shall be 
| judged ; and, with what measure ye mete, it 











Can any reasonable being | shall be measured to you again. 


My young 
friends, do not trust in Yourselves, that you 
are more righteous than others. Remember 
that in due time, Christ died for the ungodly; 
and O! what praise and adoration de we not 
owe to that divine Parent for His goodness, 
in sending his only begotten son, to be a pro- 
pitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, 
but for the sins of the whole world) When I 
take a survey of his goodness, I am_ filled 
with inexpressible joy ; then it is I can say in 
my heart, that neither angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor heightb, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, is able to separate us from the Jove 
of God, which isin Christ Jesus our Lord.— 
Being conscious that | intend no evil to any 
one, t feel that faith in God, which it is not in. 
the power of man to take away. 

Here are a few lines expressive of my sen- 
timents: ; 

CONSCIOUS RECTITUDE. 

* Steadfast and true to virtue’s sacred laws, 

Unmoved by vulgar censure or applause, 

Let the world talk ; my friend, that world we know, 

Which calls us guilty cannot make us so ; 

Unawed by numbers, follow nature’s plan, 

Assert the right, or quit the name of man, 


Consider well, weigh strictly right and wrong, 
Resolve not quick. but once resolv’d, be strong ; 
In spite of dullness ani in spite of wit, 

If to thyself, thou canst tlyself acquit, 

Rather stand up assured with conscious pride, 
Alone—than err with millions by thy side. 
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I had rather have the applause of my own | 
conscience, than of millions. |! have writ- 
ten more than ! intended, but shall trust 
to your generosity to pardon me for presuming 
on your patience; likewise to pardon the 
imperfections you will find in this letter, for 1 
is from the hand of an imperfect young wo- 
man. 

I hope that | have not written any thing to 
injure the feelings of any one, for it was not 
my intention 1 have thus written to let you 
know, that it is not in the power of man, to 
change my mind. It must be by the Almighty 
power of God, if it be changed. 
by subscribing myself your friend, &c. 


LASIRA I. OSBORN. 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Mr. Eptror—The following questions, I 
desire to have answered in your paper; if they 
could be scripturally and rationally replied to, 
I think it would do good. 


I must close , 





1. Why did Christ say that there was a char- 
acter, who was in danger of ‘eternal damna- 
tion,” if it were not possible for such a thing 
to be 7 

2 What isthe sin unto death, which hath 
no forgiveness in this worid nor that which is | 
to come ? * 

3. Are not two characters set forth in the 
Scriptures—viz. the righteous and the wicked, 
—and the promise of heaven to the former and | 
hell the latter ¢ 

4. What are we to understand of the separa- 
tion of the sheep and the goats, and the ever- 
lasting punishment threatened the goats? 

§. Satan said, *‘ thou shalt not surely die ;-— 
is not the doctrine of universal! salvation to the 
same purport and effect ? 


6. Isuniversalism a proper doctrine to preach 
in the world? and does it not lead to licentious- 
ness, or make people worse, instead of better, 
as all will eventually be saved if the doctrine 
be true f¢ P. DAY. 

I> Answers to the above questions will be given 
as time and room will permit. Although each sabject 
proposed has been heretofore considered in our co- 
“lumns; yet, as many who now take our paper have | 
not heretofore perused it, it is hoped that it will be 
satisfactory (o all, to hear againof the matter. Ep. 





Anecpote.—T wo persons met at the house 
of a Friend, and spent several long hours in 
telling over their conviction, conversion, re- 
ligious discoveries and exploits ; both of them 
frequently asserting their change from nature 
to grace. At length, having mostly exhaust- 
ed their fund of intelligence, one of them be- 
gan to sigh and groan, and disfigure his face, | 


—complaining bitterly about his hard and de- 
ceitful heart, which he said, was desperately 
wicked The other, being more sincere, or 
supposing there was no necessity tor such 
pious apologies at that time, expressed his 
serious doubts of the correctness of such lan- 
guage. But the !)eacon would not give way in 
the least ; he insisted that he was actually as 
bad as he had described himself to be. And 
just as the other professur was about to reason 
him out of his humiliating confession, the 
Quaker interrupted him —* Friend, thou 
wouldst do well, first to make thyself acquaint- 
ed with this Deacon’s character among his 
neighbours; by which thou wouldst be con- 
vinced that he had at least, once told thee the 
truth.” 





ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 


‘6 EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.” 





TINIVERSALIST CONVENTION OF THESTATE 
OP NEW-YORE. 

Having stated, in our last number, some objections 
against this Convention, on the ground that the plan 
is imperfect, it may now be pertinent to offer, for the 
consideration of our readers, a few reasons why it 
Should not be adopted, on the ground that its proceed- 
ings are incompatible with the spirit of Christianity, 
and consequently detrimental to our cause. And here 
I would remark, that the following statements are 
made under the influence of charity for all concerned, 
and with a view only to subserve the best interests of 
our cause in this state. If we know our own hearts, 
there is not the semblance of hard feeling cherished 
by the writer, towards either of the individuals friend- 
ly to the measure we oppose. On the contrary, we 
would impute to them all, the best of motives;—but 
even the purity of their intentions may be exhibited 
with advantage, to show the corrupting efiect of the 
convention. And im noticing the transactions of the 
convention it will be seen how the best of men may be 
led into errour, by adopting a bad plan of govern- 
ment. 


1. The Convention has already dictated, in matters of 
conscience, to those who have acknowledged its arthority. 
It_is weli known, that many of our brethren in the 
ministry ate conscientiously opposed to ordinances, be- 


| lieving that euch things are unnecessary and aoti- 


christian. ‘“e only mention this circumstance as a 
matter of fact, without ex)ressing an opinion as to the 
utility or inutility of such ordinances, and without ad- 
vocating either the affirmative or negative of the ques- 
tion. Now, it has ever been a custom amongst us, un- 
til this convention has had a name to live, as an order, 
to leave every matter of conscierce to be decided bé- 
tween the creature and the Creator. But one of its 


first undertakings was, to produce an uniformity 
throughout the associations and societies under its ju- 
risdiction, in matters of this kind. This fact is testified 
by minutes of their proceedings. Here, then, during 
the infancy of the convention, while it was panting for ~ 
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existence, it assumed the right to infringe upon the 
ancient usages of the order, by dictatiug in matters of 
opinion! True, it has not yet adopted a creed ; but the 
constitution of the convention serves as a substitute ; 
and at any future meeting, they may adopt one. 

Again :—The convention has not only issued its 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


publick instructions, in the form of resolutions, &c. 


but it has actually, through its committee appointed 
for such purposes, at least in one instance, sent forth 
an admonitory letter, plainly censuring a brother in 


the ministry for holding and propagating certain senti- ! 


ments therein mentioned, supposed by the convention 
to be erroneous, relating to the ordinances of baptisin ' 
and the Lord’s zupper. In this letter, the one to whom 
it wys addressed, was reminded of his supposed errour | 
of opinion, and admonished to abstain from inculcating ! 


jt on pain of the disapprobation of the convention.— 
We do not pretend to give the words of the letter, not 


having it in our possession, but the foregoing is sub- } 


stantially its import. Now we do say,—and we ap- 
peal to the good sense of every reader in confirmation 
of it—this measure is entirely subversive of the prin- 
ciples of our doetrine, and destructive of that liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free. And this cir- 
cumstance may be reckoned among the evils which 


have alreqdy grown out of the measure. 


2. It is with no ordinary sensations that we mention | 


another evil effect, which has already been produced 
by the convention. We speak of it with reluctance, 
knowing that it may bring upon ourselves the imputa- 
tion of acting from selfish and interested motives. But 
it is known to our readers generaliy, thet before any 


thing transpired which could in the least affect our in- | 


dividual interest, we were honestly and openly hostile 
to such a Convention. Nor would we have it inferred 
from the following observations, that we fear the in- 
fluence of the convention when exerted against us, or 
desire its support, as a body, if it should ever be dis- 
posed to grant it. Weare either above or below it, 
and in either case may presume to give our opinion of 
its proceedings, 





a requiem to departed integrity, and no longe® strive 
to uphold liberty, liberality, or justice, under the name 
of universalism ! 


The foregoing 


g evils are not imaginary: they have 


already resulted from the plan of the convention. They 
are so many facts, staring us in the face,to warn us of 
the impropriety, the inutility--the danger of adopting 
a convention of the kind! We hesitate not, therefore, 
to declare, that until we are convinced by experience, 
that the evils we have enumerated are blessines of 
the highest order, (whatever the consequences say 
be to ourself.) we shall oppose the convention in its 
present form. Our friends, therefore, who have desir- 
ed us to express an opinion upon this subject, may 
rest assured, that nothing but a demonstration that we 
are wrong, Willlead us to abandon the ground we have 
taken ; aud however sincerely we may regret the loss 
of friends on this account, we would rather be driven 
to the ends of the earth by the frowns of a contemptu 

ous world, than barter our conscience for the approba- 


tion, even of our brethren. 

3. Another evil which has grown out of this affair. 
is the deep-rooted dissatisfaction that has been produ- 
ced in the minds of some of our most worthy brethren; 
by the untiring perseverance of the friends of the Con- 
Time after time, the proposition has been 
{Ti 
aud rejected; yet its friends have persevered in their 


vention. 
presented before the di 


erent associations iu this stats, 





purposes. Ata time when nothing in creation was 
found to sustain the measure, a new associalion was 
created to uphold it. The 


found themselves in the minority; and yet seemed de- 


friends of the convention 


termined not tosubmit. Their perseverance has led tu 
the most unhappy consequences. Brethren, who hav« 
long defended the faith—-whose locks have grown grey 
in the service—whose cheeks are furrowed with carc 
for our struggling cause, haye been wounded im the 


| house of their friends, by the frequent attempts of our 


The evil to which we allude, is briefly this :—the | 


convention has extended its official patronage te a pe- 
riodical paper, published at Utica ; and in so doing has 
infringed upon the rights of others. It is devoutly 
hoped that this statement will not be construed into an 
act of hostility agaiast the Utica Magazine, or of dis- 
respect for the editor; we justly appreciate all that is 
valuable in the former, aud prize, very highly, the 
moral and intellectual excellence of the latter. We 
advert to the circumstance, to show that this conyen- 
tion—this submissive and unassuming Convention, 
HAS MEDDLED WITH BUSINESS THAT DOES NOT BE- 
LONG To 1T! We leave it for our brethren to deter- 
mine, whether such proceedings are to be approbated 
by intelligent aniversalists—whether we as a body of 
Christians, are to copy the examples of other denomin- 
ations, by selecting our favourites and turning out of 
doors the residue of our faithful servants. For one, 
we shall manfully oppose every such infringment upon 


the principles of justice, so long as resistance is of any } what is reasonable may be duly regarded, 


use; and when the last word is spoken, we will groan 


brethren to carry their point. This has induced some 
of them to withdraw from their associalion; and this 
act, of itself, is one among the many reasons why the 
sonvention should be abandoned. Peuce has departed 
from the borders of our Zion, in consequence of the 
introduction of this plan; and it can never be restored 
until the convention shall be abolished. 

It may be said that a majority of the ministerizig 
brethren are in favour of the convention, and therefore, 
the minority should comply with their wishes. In re- 
ply, we remark, that a majerity of the ministers in 
this state are not friendly to the measure ; and if they 
were, a large majority oi the lay brethren are opposed 
to it; and therefore, 1f for no other reason, it should be 
abandoned, 

In another number, God willing, an attempt will be 
made to exhibita plan, which, we do believe if adop- 
ted, will lead to peace, and restore order and harmony 
in the connexion. Want of room prevents a farther 
enlargement at this time. We submit the foregoing 
observation, together with the facts related, to our 
candid and discriminating readers, with a desire that 


En. 
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FROM THE. CHRIRSIAN TELESCOPE. 
SHORT SERMON. 

* Say ye to the righteous that it shail be 
well with him for they shall eat the fruit of 
their doings. Wounto the wieked! it shall 
be ill with him for the reward of his hands 
shali be given him.” Isah ‘iii. 10, 11 

The lovers of pleasure-may meet around 
the table of luxury, satiate their appetites 
and drown their reason in their intoxicating 
bowl, but bitter will be their recollections of 
these scenes of folly, ‘these chambers of 
death.” 

The youth may revel in the haunts of dis- 
sipation, eagerly grasp at the temptation’s glit- 
tering bait—waste his time—abuse his talents 
—living a slave to his passions and his lusts, 
‘till wasting sickness or untimely death stays 
him in his mad career, and too late he finds 
he has walked in the ways of darkness, the 
gates of which are the ‘very gates of hell” 

The sycophant may tear the rose of beauty 
from the female bosom, and stab the fatal dag- 
ger of flattery imto the unsuspecting heart— 
rejoicing in his accursed deed—feast upon 
his spoil—yet he may rest assured the bitter 
cup of * tribulation” is filling up, of which he 
shall drink, even to its very dreys—the frown 
of a virtuous publick shall fall upon him, and 
the all-seeing eye of a holy and just God | 
pierce his polluted soul—** who will by no | 
means clear the guilty,’ but render unto him, 
and ‘+ every man according to lis works.” 








The worldling may fondly anticipate hap- | } 


piness in the accumulatien of riches ; but as 
they increase so will his desires; and should 
they not suddenly ** take to themselves wings | 
and fly away,” but like the man in the gos: | 
pel, ** having much Isid up for many years, | 
is he resolved to take his case, cat, drink, and 
be merry,” regardless of the wants of others—— 
insensible to the goodness of Heaven——forget- 
ful of his dependence upon an overruling 
Providence, and dead to his accountability, 
sooner or Jater, his air-built castles will crum- 
ble before him—Stung with remorse ; without 
the cheering hopes of another, better and 
happier world, he is suddenly called from 
time to the realities of eternity! ‘* Foolish in- 
deed are they in whose thoughts God never 
dwells” —* who build their house upon the 
sand”—* who lay up treasures for themselves, 
but are not rich towards Him’’ “ It is not 
so with those whose treasure is in heaven,” 
for where their treasure is there will their 
hearts be also ;”’ they who “are rich towards 
God”—-rich in good works, shall find by hap- 
py expericnce, ‘in keeping of the command- 
ments a great reward, and finally receive the 
plaudit of their Saviour and their Judge— | 
pass tothe “joys of their Lord” and Master ; | 
and in the dispensation of the fulness of time, | 
welcome the return of every prodigal ic God | 





their Saviour, and to heaven their home. 
They that *‘remember thew Creator in the 
days of their youth,” rejoice ir the bright 
prospect before them, and while they walk in 
the sight of their eyes, and conscious of this 
solemn truth, “that for ail things God will 
bring them into judgement-—keeping in ‘view 
the recompense of reward.” they ‘use the 
world as not abusing it’”—-in dee time do they 
find the promise verified, that ** godliness is 
profitable in all things, having promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come ;” 
having early sought their Creator, * happily 
do they find him’’--being early acquainted 
with his mercies they live all their days to his 
glory” —* fear to do evil, learn to do well.” 

They with whom “love is without dissim- 
tiation,” who * abhor that which is evil and 
cleave to that which is good”—drink from 
the fountain of christianity the ‘ pure waters 
of life’ and salvation, both in the cooling 
streams of religion ; with others of like pre- 
cious faith they are bound together by the 
silken bands of love all pure—'* glory, honour 
znd immortality” is their reward—Through 
life their path brightens before them—fear- 
less of death, beneath the banner of their 
Prince and Saviour, they pass its dark valley; 
seizing immortal youth, like angels live in 
love, in harmony and bliss. 

‘* Now therefore hearken unto the voice of 
wisdom. Blessed is the man that heareth her, 
watching daily at her gates—waiting at the 
»osts of her doors; for whoso findeth her; 
findeth Jife, and shall obtain favour of the 
Lord, but he that sinneth against her, wrong- 
eth his own soul; all that hate her, love 
death.” N. W. 








Sick snp Like TO pie—Is that much celo< 
brated, and now very aged matron, who, when 
in her best days, was the idol of Europe, 
whose vassals were kings, princes, popes and 
cardinals, together with the multitudes of their 
subjects throughout their countries and do- 
minions... There have many curious and 
wonderful things been credibly reported of 
this singular personage. Her’ beauty was 
formerly so attracting that the heart of the 
beholder was generally devoted the moment 
her bewitching charms met his eye; and the 
most sacred obligations, instantly violated in 
compliance with her resistless, fascinations. 
It has since, however, been ascertained that 
her beauty was artificial, and that she owed 
the whole of her charms to a company of curi- 
ous and cunning artists, who were wholly 
devoted to the business of preparing her dress, 
varying her different garments, putting on 
her attire, and painting her face. For this 
devotion to her person, she liberally rewarded 
them with wealth and honor, which she found 
means to obtain from the immense multitudes 
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who devoted all their earnings to this mistress 
of their hearts. 

These artists were expert in varying the 
appearance of her eye, which, to one who pre- 
sumed to withhold his heart, and be inde- 
pendent of her favour, they rendered piercing 
as lightning and as furious as a demon ; while 
its melting sweetness would light on her fa- 
vourites and devotees with such ineffable 
attractions as mo power could resist. Her 
teeth were enormous for size, but she could 
cover them at pleasure, with the most charm- 
ing lips, which she never failed to do when 
communing with her friends. But it is said, 
and her most faithful lovers do not deny it, 
that she was subject to fits of such violent an- 
ger, that she has bitten off the heads of thou- 
sands, who were blind to her beauty 

When this singular creature came to Ame- 
rica, she was fairly on the decline, though 
many hearts drank of her love, and some lost 
their heads ; but her teeth are now gone, and 
thereis no danger of her committing such 
acts of violence on those; who set their afiec- 
tions on one, who possesses real beauty and 
worth, and is under ro necessity of so much 
dress and paint. 

We have seen this old since she has 
been confined to her room ; she looks misera- 
bly, and yet we cannot pity her in the least. 
But it is impossible to see her artists stand 
round her with their shears and bmushes, try- 
ing to alter her dress, and to daub on paint in 
order to make the old wrinkled ——look young, 
and even shedding tears at her fast decline, 
without pitying their folly and blind devotion 
to SUPERSTITION ! - Universalist Mag. 


—— 





Tt isa fact that two men from Vermont are 
now (July 11th) working by the side of one 
of the wharves in New-London, for buried 
money, by the advice and recommendation of 
an old woman in that state, who assured them 
that she could distinctly see a box of dollars 
packed edgewise. The locality was pointed 
out to an inch, and her only way of discover- 
ing the treasure was by looking through a 
stone, which to ordinary opticks was hardly 
translucent.— Hartford Mirror. 





NOTICE. Mr. H.A. Saraspury, of Buffalo, Erie 
county, N. Y. is duly appointed our Agent to collect 
and receive all monies due for this paper from subscri- 
bers living in the states of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, 
and Illinois; and money remitted by letter, postage 
paid, to him, may be considered as sent at our risk. 

i> Communications, designed for publication in 
the Advocate, and all papers sent in exchange for ours, 
may hereafter be addressed to the Editor at Auburn, 
ww, Y. 
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Portick Department. 








FOR THE ADVOCATE. 


THE SPRING. 
Thee, muse of Nature, thee we hail, 
Whose fostering showers, and genial gale, 
Prepares the cold and lifeless earth, 
To push her teeming treasures forth. 
Season of Youth, and love, and joy, 
May no cold blights our hopes destroy, 
No chilling midnight frosts appear 
To check the promise of the year. 
Authour of Spring: we turn to thee, 
With suppliant eye and bended knee ; 
We bless, we praise thy lavish hand, 
That now invigorates the land. 
Accept our early thankfu) lays, 
The springing blossoms of our days, 
That thou hast promised to restore 
Undying Spring forevermore. 


Ohio. W. A. 











[Inserted by request of the friends of the deceased } 
Departed this life in Marcellus, on Satur- 
day morning the 5th of February, 1820, 
Samuet Howe, 3d son of Mr. P. EB. and 
Mrs. B. Howe, in the 19th year of his age, 
after a painful illness of one week.—Beloved 
and respected, he died lamented by a large 
circle of friends and relatives. His disposi- 
tion was amiable, his character unimpeache- 
ble. He died with a firm belief that he should 
enter into the mansions of eternal rest, and 
there, at the right hand of Jehovah, chaunt the 
love and mercy of our adorable Redeemer. 
Sermon from Eccl. xii 1. by Rev. I. Whit- 


act 
| intl. 


The following hymn was sung at the grave. 
1. Thy fragrant bosom, earth unfold, 
And gently lay thy softest mould; 
We bring a slumberer fall cf charms, 
And lodge him in thy gloomy arms! 
2. Yet think not grave, that we resign, 
This treasure us forever thine ; 
We only ask a transient stay, 
Till heaven unfolds th’ eternal May. 
3. Then shall this mould’ring frame of flésh, 
Spring forth in blooming life afresh, 
And death that swallows all shall be 
Swallow’d himself in victory. 
4. Let no rude step disturb the ground, 
Where this reposing youth is found, 
But cherubs here their vigils keep, 
To guard his dust and sooth his sleep. 
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